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‘Children’s literature in
India is waking up’
— Shabnam Minwalla, Author

Minwalla’s ﬁfth book, What Maya
Saw — a thriller about the shadowy
secrets of a college — is in the
running for the Best Young Adult
book award. “I am
thrilled about the
Neev Award,” she
says. “Knowing that
someone out there is
reading and
appreciating our work
pushes us to take risks
and be adventurous
with our stories.”
A former journalist,
Minwalla is relieved about the rising
interest in children's writing in India.
“There are many lit fests that focus
on children's books today: Bookaroo
and Peek-A-Book are just a few,” she
shares. “The once-sleepy world of
children's literature in India is
deﬁnitely waking up.”

‘Parents are volunteering at
this festival too’
— Ameen Haque, Co-organiser of the festival
and founder of Storywallahs

Haque’s daughters, aged 10
and 12, are students at
Neev, and the story coach
has often plied his trade at
their school. “For the Neev
Lit Fest, since Kavita and
other teachers knew that I
was a storyteller, they
reached out to me,” he
shares. “Last year, I just dove in, calling up
authors I knew, connecting the school to
poets and storytellers, inviting illustrators to
the festival and so on,” he says.
Other parents, like Rasil Ahuja, are
pitching in too. “She is a published author
and is driving the connections with
publishers and bookstores,” shares Haque.
“Others are volunteering on site,
accompanying authors, manning
bookstores, libraries, and other festival
venues.”

Byte
trail
Your guide to all
things new on the
World Wide Web

CM
YK

Big little

books
The second edition of the
Neev Literature Festival
encourages parents and
kids to go beyond the
cover and become
lifelong readers.
Experts tell us how

A festival like
Neev convinces
parents about the
importance of books;
it gives readers a
chance to interact
with creators and,
importantly, for
authors to meet their readers. I have met
countless young people who have said
they would like to become writers
because they saw, for the ﬁrst time, that
it was a valid profession to pursue — not
just a 'hobby' as it used to be called not
long ago
Paro Anand, Keynote Speaker and Sahitya
Akademi Award Winner

:: Joeanna Rebello
Fernandes

C

hildren's literary festivals are a Disneyland of
books. Amid the bunting
and balloons, stories and
characters leap oﬀ the page in dramatic
readings and performances. One Indian
festival, however, believes that there is scope
to do much more with the format.
Hosted by Neev Academy, an International
Baccalaureate school in Yemalur, Bengaluru,
the year-old Neev Literature Festival pushes
the boundaries by focussing not just on children, but also parents, teachers, librarians
and educators, drawing them into a conversation about reading, writing, and everything
else attached to the spine.
It was conceived by the founder of the
school, Kavita Gupta Sabharwal, “with the
goals of growing readers for life, and making
reading part of every home”. The second edition has rounded up 67 speakers and workshop leaders from India and abroad — more
than double last year’s count. A new addition
this year is a day dedicated to teachers and librarians, with workshops on subjects like curating libraries and unlearning gender stereotypes.
Activities for children include book read-

Everything is Alive
Ever wondered what goes on
in the ‘mind’ of a cola can, a
pillow or a bar of soap? Ian
Chillag’s podcast explores just
that, in a series of interviews with
inanimate objects. Equal parts funny, thoughtprovoking and heartwarming, a new episode is
out every Tuesday. On everythingisalive.com

‘Why is children’s
literature a side show?’
— Kavita Gupta Sabharwal, Co-founder
of Neev Literature Festival

The nine-person Neev Literature Festival’s jury
consists of educators, writers and librarians
who shortlisted 22 books from 94 entries

ings and workshops on subjects like character sketching, poetry-writing and picture
books. Day three of the festival, which is
open to the public, will feature nine panel
discussions and 13 interactive sessions on inclusiveness, history, mythology and nature.
This year, the festival unveils its annual
book award, with a citation and cash prize of
₹1,00,000 for the winners in three categories
— picture books, young readers and young
adults. A nine-person jury, consisting of educators, writers and three librarians, shortlisted 22 books from a longlist of 94 entries.
From September 27-29 at the Neev Academy,
Bengaluru. Details: neevliteraturefestival.org

Facebook Watch
The social networking site’s
video destination for episodic
content, which first launched
in the US a year ago, finally
had an international roll-out this
month. They will soon incorporate features such
as polls and quizzes in a slew of new shows, in an
effort to make the experience more interactive.

It was what she could not ﬁnd at
popular Indian literary festivals that
drove Sabharwal to conceive of NLF.
“We do a grand adult lit fest in
Jaipur,” she says. “Why then must
children’s literature be a side show
that has no lasting impact? Maybe
children need a dedicated forum.”
Putting together the programme
for such an initiative was an
immersive exercise in listening,
analysing and synthesising what
mattered to children, parents,
educators and publishers. “Clustering
broad themes for dialogue and
conversations helped,” she admits.
“This is when publishers like Tulika
became important partners, creating
access to speakers.”

What Do You Bring To The
Table?
Comedian Rajiv Satyal’s new
YouTube series shakes up the
traditional format by playing a
game with each guest as they
chat about current events. Starting with Hasan
Minhaj, the show will feature celebrities like
Deepak Chopra, Aparna Nancherla, and Ravi Patel.

Slow Radio
The BBC announced a new
permanent radio programme
dedicated to ‘slow radio’,
with 30-minute ASMR
recordings. Expect soothing
sounds from a cathedral, the ticking clocks of
Upton House in Warwickshire, and the animalpeppered sounds of dusk at an unnamed zoo.

‘Indian authors are
experimenting with
language and form’
— Maya Thiagarajan, Educator and Award
juror

Thiagarajan believes
that Neev’s shortlist is
richly varied. “Many of
the books help readers
think deeply about
social issues in India,”
she shares.
She believes Indian
children today are
readers of high-quality
writing that reﬂects
their world, and feels it is important for
young readers to see themselves and their
world in stories. “I wish that I had had a
more diverse range of books and
characters as a child,” she says, “When I
was growing up, I don't remember having
access to Indian literature. Unfortunately,
my reading diet was completely Western,
and this certainly inﬂuenced whose
stories I thought were worth telling.”

‘Encourage
book-based
conversations
with children’
— Dalbir Kaur
Madan, Founder of
Amritsar and Delhibased One Up Library
and bookstore

Kaur Madan’s session at the festival will
talk about how book matching and
independent conferencing can create a
success story with dormant readers.
“Parents should encourage book-based
conversations with their children,” she
shares. Other tips include surrounding
children with books, and visiting libraries
and bookstores. “Encourage family
reading time and take active interest in
your child's reading beyond school
curricula. And most importantly, never
stop asking, "What are we reading today?"

Insta help
A new feature in the photosharing app will share alerts
with links to information about
recovery and treatment
services when users search for
hashtags related to opioids and other illegal
drugs. While this is currently available in the US,
an international roll-out is imminent.

